Nonoperative management of traumatized spleen in children: how and why.
In the absence of the apleen, overwhelming infection is a real threat. Therefore, there is a trend to try to preserve all spleens. Recognizing this, and realizing that not every damaged spleen must be removed, a nonoperative approach has been advocated and practiced for 35 yr at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. This experience is recorded herein, providing indications and methods of management. The results are considered to be very satisfactory.